ALEX BERMAN, Ph.D., is Professor Emeritus of History and Historical Studies in Pharmacy, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH 45221. More than two decades ago, Eugene V. White of Berryville, Virginia, demonstrated how a drugstore could be transformed into a pharmacy of striking professional ambience. For this bold move, he has been widely and justly praised, but, alas, has found few imitators. In recent years, several respected voices have been raised, denouncing the drugstore. The strong views of Donald E. Francke, on this subject, as well as those of his colleague J. Solon Mordell, were discussed by Harvey A.K. Whitney, Jr., in an editorial in the January issue of DICP.\ William A. Zellmer, editor of the American Journal of Hospital Pharmacy, has also deplored the role of the drugstore in destroying the professional persona of the pharmacist and has advocated that a national union of employee pharmacists strive to change the public's perception of pharmacy. 2 The opinions of Mordell are revealed in a poignant letter to Francke, published for the first time by Whitney in his editorial. \ Among other things, Mordell stressed the low esteem in which pharmacy was held by the Selective Service during World War II, in denying deferment for pharmacists because, as one important official of the agency told him, deferment was incompatible with the "hodge-podge of non-pharmacy merchandising" with which pharmacy was involved.
My own experience in World War II bears this out: I entered the Army Air Force as a registered pharmacist, only to be classified for training as a tail gunner. My erratic method of shooting, however, so alarmed my superiors that I was quickly reassigned to military hospital pharmacies, where I happily and usefully practiced my profession for the duration of the war. The status of the pharmacist in the armed services has improved somewhat since World War II, despite the pervasiveness of the drugstore, due to other factors, notably, higher standards of education and the great progress in institutional pharmacy. (1975) 3 for an unequivocal statement on the need to separate pharmacies and drugstores. On this vital subject, organized pharmacy has been largely silent. This long unresolved problem should have top priority on the agenda of regional and national meetings, and a zealous leadership must emerge to accomplish this challenging task.
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